Setting up your website – Part II

Now that you have gathered your content, you can start creating your pages.  Sketch out on a sheet of paper a layout of your site, an outline of the general design.  This is called a “site map”.  How many sections do you initially want to create and how will you link them together?  Start with the index, or home page.  This is the main page that users will see upon entering your site.  You should organize the additional pages under category headings off of the index page.  To actually create your pages you have three choices.  You can either use the online editor on your community website, use a design and layout program, or use an HTML editor to work with the raw source code.  

If this is your first page, you might want to start out with your host’s built-in designer.  This will allow you to have your site up and running quickly with virtually no programming.  Most will have a built-in tutorial so you can learn hands-on.  They usually offer some general graphics to choose from, assorted fonts, and colors.  Although not as versatile as a web publishing program, it makes designing your first pages very easy and it is free.  

Another option is to use a web page design and layout program.  This will allow you to create your page using a familiar desktop publishing-like interface, then convert it to HTML source code for upload.  One such program, which I personally use, is Microsoft Front Page.  This works much like a desktop publishing package with additional features for web links, file transfers, and other web-related content.  If you like the ease of select and drop pictures and drag and click text, then you’ll like Front Page.  Use the built-in wizard to set up your pages instantly based on the purpose of your site.  Front Page also supports themes to provide a uniform look.  It will automatically add borders and navigation bars to every page on your site.  For an example, visit www.shawneecomputer.com.  Extra theme packages are available by many different artists at www.pixelmill.net.  However, the cost may hold some people back from purchasing Front Page.  

If you prefer Netscape products, try their Composer program built into the browser.  It is simple to use and allows each page of your site to be individually designed.  The table function is handy for making (what else) nice tables.  On the other hand, it does not support themes and doesn’t have too many bells and whistles.  The price is right, free versions are still available.  

One popular shareware program is Hotdog.  It has three templates pre-designed to save you time.  Try it out, then pay if you like it.  This demo will not allow you to upload your completed pages or view the source code if you don’t register.  A complete review and the file can be had at www.rocketdownload.com.  

Most if not all web page design programs will have a built-in HTML code editor so you can tweak anything that doesn’t look the way you want.  Programming in HTML can be a challenge.  As with anything you are working on, be sure to save a backup in case your changes don’t work properly.

Once you’ve designed a few pages, upload them to the hosting site.  Follow the instructions given in the site’s tutorial.  Use the online file manager if one is available, or an FTP program to upload your files.  Some web design programs also have a “publish” option that makes things easy.  Send the files then view your new site, and make any corrections if necessary.  Now remember that address you wrote down last week?  Email it to all your friends so they can visit your new home!  

