FTP: transfer files quickly





The obvious question many of you are asking right now is, what is FTP?  It is an abbreviation for file transfer protocol.  FTP is an easier way to transfer several files between computers on the Internet.


Common uses for FTP are to upload entire websites to your hosting service, and to download software from freeware or shareware servers.  To use FTP, it is possible to log in using Internet Explorer.  Type the  URL of the site you want to access on the address bar, such as ftp://ftp.sitename.com.  Replace the word "sitename" with the actual name of the site you wish to access of course).  You can then download, rename, and delete files using the same commands you are accustomed to using in Windows Explorer or My Computer.  However, it is better to download a special FTP software program, as they have a simple interface that allows you to simply click to select and transfer files.  





There are several good ones FTP software programs out there.  Many are free, and they all work very much the same way.  Visit shareware.com, tucows.com, or any other software site, and search for FTP.  


Once you've chosen a program to try, download, install, then run it.  





You will need to connect to the server.  To do that, you'll have to set up the server you wish to access.  You need the URL (address) you'll be uploading to.  On Geociites, is is ftp.geocities.com.  Enter your username and password in the supplied fields.  You can also set the directory on the remote end as well as local drive that you want it to open upon a successful connection.  Save the information, then try to connect.





The main screen should have a window with your hard drive contents on the left, and the remote drive on the right.  Make sure you are in the directory you want the files to be sent to on the receiving machine.  


To change directories, click the directory name, or go back to the root if you like.





Highlight the files you wish to send or receive.  You'll have a choice of ASCII, binary, or automatic.  If you are sending text files, choose ASCII.  Zip or exe files will require you to select binary mode.  Many programs have a choice for automatic selection of the mode.  Opt for this if you will be sending files of both types, or don't want to have to make the change for every transfer.





Next, click the arrow in the middle of the screen that points to the direction you wish the transfer to go.  Once started, you can usually leave the system unattended while the files transfer.  You can also use the FTP program to delete, rename, or change attributes of files.  The view command if available will let you view a text file.





Many of the FTP programs will come with a list of anonymous FTP sites.  From these you can download shareware or freeware programs, drivers, etc.  Some colleges have large file sites.  





If your homepage does not display on your website after you have uploaded it, make sure you sent it to the correct directory according to your host's instructions.  Also, you may need to rename it .html instead of .htm (which is the windows naming format).  If it still won't load, remember some servers are case sensitive.  Be sure to upload all pictures that you used on your webpages too, or you will be left with broken picture links.





This is just a quick overview of the FTP process.  For more in-depth information, try some of the sites listed here.  Do you have a website?  Email the address to me, I'd enjoy visiting your site.  





List of online FTP tutorials:





ftpplanet.com/ftpresources/basics.htm    Start here for the basics of FTP 101 hoohoo.ncsa.uiuc.edu/ftp/faq.html             Includes good info on anonymous FTP 


help.yahoo.com/help/us/geo/gftp/            Geocities FTP help


www.submitad.com/cgitutor.htm                  Good general tutorial














