When I think of Thanksgiving and Christmas, my fondest memories are of my family.  Photos are sometimes hard to manage, with so many more taken every year.  One way to enjoy and share them easily is to scan them, and put them online in an album.  You can then store your originals in a safe place free of the fear of damage from dust, fire, or over handling.  

Ofoto.com is a great site, owned by Eastman-Kodak.  All of your digital photos are stored online in private, password-protected albums for free!  Share them with your relatives and friends by simply clicking on the album, and a link to the pictures will be sent to the email address you enter.  Why would any company provide a terrific site like this for free?  They hope you or your family may want to order prints from the images you have stored on their site.  Edit, crop, or add special effects to your pictures for even more fun.  

When you have film developed through their website, photoworks.com will also make your pictures available online for your convenience.  You can upload your digital or scanned photos as well.  A purchase once every six months is required to maintain your free site, otherwise, you'll have to start over when your time is up.  Other features they offer are photo DVD and pictures on disk ordered from your online photos.

Shutterfly.com also offers free developing of your photos, with the results stored in your online "snapbook".  Use borders, colors, and effects to enhance your photos, then order the printed version if you like.  Personalized greeting cards, announcements, and invitations are a few of the other ways to enjoy your photos.

Microsoft is always quick to jump on the bandwagon when someone comes up with a new idea.  Their site at communities.msn.com/pictureit offers free space for all your digital works.  If you want, you can order mugs, t-shirts, and bears wearing your picture on their shirt!  

A very detailed comparison of tons of photo sites can be found at andromeda.com/people/ddyer/photo/albums.html.  

If you have some free space on your personal site, create your own photo album website..  Download the fantastic free software from basepath.com/Albumatic.  It puts your images into a table, creates thumbnails, links, everything you need to make your own graphic-based site.  

In addition to the usual storage options, dotphoto.com offers a unique way to make money.  Scan old out of print articles and no longer operating newspapers’ clippings, and offer them for sales on their site.  Anything with historical information is in demand.

Some sites will not allow you to download your images at full size once they’ve been scaled down for online display, so check before you choose a site if this is a priority for you.  

You could use these services to upload several versions of photos or proofs, and then have relatives pick out the ones they want copies of.  Artists, you can store your creations, and even sell them on some sites if you like.

One of the most treasured gifts you can give someone is a personalized photo book.  Loved ones from far away can all visit the site you’ve created and upload photos and write stories to go along with them.  On Christmas Day, everyone can visit the site together and reminisce.  

Photo storage websites aren’t just another boring page on the web.  They are personalized, a part of your life.  The companies who run them are providing a valuable service, many of which are free of charge.  Make your pictures easier to manage, convenient to access, and keep the originals safe from harm by using one of these terrific websites, and send them a note of thanks this Thanksgiving as well.

