Faster CPU's and LCD displays have arrived just in time for Christmas!


AMD has come out with a new CPU, the Athlon XP.  Think the name was a coincidence?  No, this chip was designed to work hand in hand with Microsoft's new Windows XP operating system, although it works great with all other versions of Windows, and Linux as well.





This series of CPU's is named with a model number rather than the actual gigahertz.  The model number corresponds to the Intel P4 chip's speed that is closest in performance to it.  For example, the 1500+ is faster than a Pentium 4 1.5 gigahertz board, although its actual speed is 1.33 Ghz. According to AMD's website, "The AMD Athlon XP processor 1900+ delivers up to a 25-percent performance advantage versus the Intel Pentium 4 processor operating at 1.9 GHz on a broad array of real-world applications".  Current speeds are 1500+, 1600+, 1700+, 1800+, and 1900+.  





Are you considering an upgrade?  If you're short on cash and currently have PC133 DIMM ram, you can step up to one of these cpu and motherboard combos without replacing your current chips.  Later, you can upgrade to DDR ram for another boost in speed.  





You may have heard of AMD's other new processor, the MP.  This chip was createded to compete with Intel's Xeon processor in the server market, and is not intended for home use.





Still not fast enough for you?  You might want to opt for an AMD 760MPX, their newest chipset, on your next motherboard.  It supports dual processors that work together on a single motherboard for increased speed.





Flat panel displays are now coming into the mainstream.  This technology has been around for a few years on laptops, but has just recently been taken to the desktop computer arena.  These monitors are just a few inches thick.  The upside is that they have low power consumption.  They are light to ship and carry.  LCD panel monitors take up as much as 75% less desk space than a conventional monitor.  You will have no flicker on an LCD monitor, since each cell is switched on or off individually and the display is not "refreshed" as on a CRT display.





The downside, they are usually set to 1024 x 768 resolution.  If you try to change modes, you may find the picture gets blurry or grainy.  LCD panels have several million tiny dots that make up the screen.  Due to the manufacturing process, a few bad pixels is unavoidable.  You may have a spot that is constantly white or totally black, and although they are very tiny, some people may notice them.  Visit pctechguide.com/07panels.htm for some interesting facts about LCD screens.





Whether you're looking for a new computer or to upgrade your current one, either of these items should be appreciated by the computer lover in your family.








