Advertise your website, part 2





The old marketing slogan that "location, location, location!" is the most imporant factor for the success of any business is moot in a virtual world.  You could be located anywhere, but the general idea behind that phrase was that with the perfect location, you'd have lots of shoppers.  That given, the online equivalent is "traffic, traffic, traffic!"  To gain that traffic, you have to advertise in as many places as possible, for as little as possible.  Here are some more creative ways to drive traffic to your website.  





Posting to message and bulletin boards that might be interested in your content.  For example, if you offer free instructions on how to build a bird house, visit some do-it-yourself sites and post an ad with a link to your site.





Create an award.  Perhaps you are a math teacher.  Make a small .GIF or .JPG certificate you can give to anyone who creates a website that helps students learn math.  If you are a graphics team, make a banner to present to those who have very creative graphics on their pages.  These awards will link back to your site if someome clicks on them.





You could create a "virtual" pet to adopt, anything at all.  Does Aunt Martha sell outfits she makes for stone geese?  Let people adopt their favorite dressed goose picture for their page.  People will come to your site to adopt one, then link back to you so others can come get one as well.  Make sure your idea is unique!  If you are good with graphics, you can offer wallpaper and clipart, or photographers can make unique photo backgrounds.  Give them all away free, with the requirement that they link back to you if they use your graphics.  If your company mainly sells toys online, offer a virtual toy (an animated GIF) free for web designers to place on their pages.





At leelah.tripod.com/angeladopt.html is a good example of virtual angels you can adopt.  By


adding one to your website, you can help fight child abuse, as well as help them promote their website and cause.





You're thinking, hey, I'm not that good at designing graphics.  Not to worry, can you write?  Offer free poems, books, quote of the day, any content someone might enjoy and, you guessed it, they'll link to you to get the goods.  





You'll still need a banner or graphic for everyone to use to link to you.  You can get those free too, created by online automation.





Budgetfreestuff.com/makebanner/makebanner.htm is by far one of the nicest free services I've run across.  The blank backgrounds are colorful and professional looking.  Just add your text, and save the finished product.  They have added a nice instant header program called Xara 3D. Although it won't let you save the art in .JPG or .GIF format, the output is still quite amazing.





A trip to animationonline.com/S/banner_templates.html will get you a nice animated in just minutes.  Arrows, bouncing balls, and scrolling text are among the attractions you can choose to have on your banner.





This was my first visit to addesigner.com, and their site really impressed me.  Not only do they have over 90 different banner blanks to choose from, they also allow you to upload your company logo or a favorite picture to customize it with!  You have to sign up and receive a password before you can use the engine, but it's well worth the time.





Bannermakerpro.com has a nice banner making program you can download and use on your own computer for 15 days.  That's plenty of time to get a few done to get you started.





There are several offline ways to promote your .com as well.  Be sure to remember to put your URL on your business card.  List your email as well as postal address if space permits.  Add your web address to your outdoor signage and all printed materials and advertisements.





Use these tips and soon you'll have more traffic than the Autobahn!








