The birds were singing again this morning.  I had to leave my jacket in the car.  This can mean only one thing, that Spring is in the air.  It’s time to start on the garden, if you haven’t already.  What type of garden do you want?  Plant a vegetable garden, or better yet, a victory garden.  Maybe a nice bed of flowers, or go all out and create your own water garden.  Myself, I’d like to do some landscaping in the back yard this year.  I’ve found some great resources to get you started on any of these projects.  

Gardenweb.com has more than 90 forums where you can discuss gardening with other community members.  Their HortiPlex index is a giant plant database, complete with photos and data to help you select the right plants for any garden.  Oh, you already know them all?  Then why not try to identify their mystery plant and win some ready to plant flowers!  There is also a garden exchange to swap plants and seeds, glossary of gardening terminology, and a tips area.

Gardenguides.com is a website devoted to making the most of whatever type of garden you want to grow.

The guides are divided into types such as flowers, vegetables, and herbs.  Tips cover the entire range from selecting roses to getting rid of gophers.  Not sure about weeding and edging guidelines?  They can help with that too.  Let the kids make their own seed file box out of leftover seed packets.  When your garden is in full bloom, submit a photo to be added to their gallery.

Gardennet.com takes the breakdown of categories one step further.  Do you want a garden that will survive a drought, or is very low maintenance?  Hydroponic, rock garden, organic, butterfly gardens, they’re all here.

This site contains links to tons of material.

Icangarden.com is geared more toward regional planting.  Choose a climate similar to yours and get tips from others who have gardens in these areas.  Visit the forum or get an online gardening pal.  

OSU has created a wonderful gardening resource especially for us buckeyes.  Their Buckeye Gardener videos are sure to be a hit.  They are two minute long text and video tutorials that run in Quicktime or Windows Media Player.  The videos cover all sorts of topics including landscape and garden design, pruning trees, weed control and more.  A plant facts forum, and a plant dictionary are included for good measure.  Visit webgarden.osu.edu to try it out.

Gardenforever.com focuses on memorial and unique gardens.  Fantastic ideas such as creating an “enabled” garden for people with disabilities, or one created from plants that glow in moonlight.  Some are filled with plants that energize each of your senses or are meant to entertain those who have problems with their site.

For something off the beaten path, make your way to this website.

Thegardenhelper.com has assorted content from gardening for beginners, to a flower and vegetable plant guide.  Their online gardening calendar and screensavers are also quite nice.  Included is a special section for houseplants including dish gardens and terrariums for those without room for a traditional garden.  This one is light on graphics but heavy on information.

Home.golden.net/~dhobson will leave you laughing with its garden humor.  Read about the British man who because stuck in his garden shed while surfing the Internet (?!) and the kidnapping of Gnorman the garden gnome.

Hopefully these sites will help your garden bloom, if not at least your sense of humor.  

